Editors Note

In China, contemporary art has a relatively short
history, and one that is considerably different from
that of other regions in the world. While artists
living in China avidly began exploring new forms
and content during the 1980s, it was only in the
1990s that their art received widespread attention
from beyond China’s borders, and by the turn of
the millennium, its place in the international realm
was clearly secured. But as history progresses,
and as a younger generation of artists brings
forth new ideas and approaches to art making,
critical attention towards many of those earlier
artists often wanes. Yishu continues to follow
those groundbreaking artists, and in this issue
we present some fresh perspectives on the work
of Wang Guangyi, Xiao Lu, Fang Lijun, and Zhang
Peili, all artists who established their reputations
at the end of the 1980s and into the early 1990s.

Continuing an exploration into the recent past,
2009 marks twenty years since the conception
of the Goddess of Democracy, a sculpture that
radiated a compelling presence during the
Tian'anmen Square protests. Rarely has this
historic icon, which has been reproduced and
placed in public spaces around the world,
directly been discussed within the context of
the students who constructed it and the various
influences that determined its aesthetic form
and symbolic meaning.

The thoughts of artists Zhang Peili and Jin

Jiangho are presented in separate conversations.
Although they represent different generations,
each brings into consideration the impact of new
media on art within the context of contemporary
China. Jin Jiangho's conversation is preceded by
an introduction to his art and a selection of images
from one of his most recent photographic projects,
which records the impact of the economic
downturn on the manufacturing industry in China.

Finally, we have three features on artists
Conroy/Sanderson, Wu Gaozhong, and Jin

Feng. These artists are perhaps less well known
but, through the nurturing of three distinctly
different sensibilities, they are making important
contributions to contemporary art.
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